that others may calmly and dispassionately arrive at their own conclusions."' Although his conclusions were incorrect, by his careful observation, close reasoning, and courteous participation in scientific debate Dr. Anderson set the stage for the contributions of future generations of Yale graduates, who have submitted more than 6,000 theses over the years, and who have continued to make important contributions to medical science after graduation. Records of the Alumni Office indicate that approximately 70 percent of Yale medical school alumni continue to carry out research after graduation, and 30 percent are full-time faculty members at medical schools.
But the preeminent value of the thesis is to teach that all physicians are scientists. Experience in science as a medical student is not just a pathway into a research career. It is an important preparation for physicians regardless of specialty and of the nature of their practice. How a physician uses a concept, a therapy, or a procedure to benefit (or harm?) his patients is closely linked to what questions he asks of himself when he reads the medical literature, whether he is a future chairman of an academic department or a surgeon operating in Wilmington, North Carolina, before the Civil War. The M.D. thesis at this University is celebrated in its one hundred and fiftieth year because it teaches a student how to understand the scientific method from the inside, how to collect and evaluate data, how to communicate knowledge to others, and how to think scientifically and critically for the rest of his or her professional life.
'I am grateful to Dr. Arthur Viseltear and Ms. Susan Alone for their research into the later aspects of Dr. Anderson's career and for their evaluation of the contribution of his paper on yellow fever.
